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unextinguished, almost unimpeded; he did not lose his relish
for the beautiful, the grand, or the good, in any of their
shapes; he loved his friends as formerly, and wrote his finest
and snblimest works when his health was gone. Perhaps
no period of his life displayed more heroism than the pre-
sent one.

After this severe attack, and the kind provision which he
had received from Denmark, Schiller seems to have relaxed
his connexion with the University of Jena: the weightiest
duties of his class appear to have been discharged by proxy,
and his historical studies to have been forsaken. Yet this
was but a change, not an abatement, in the activity of his
mind. Once partially free from pain, all his former diligence
awoke; and being also free from the more pressing calls of
duty and economy, he was now allowed to turn his atten-
tion to objects which attracted it more. Among these one
of the most alluring was the Philosophy of Kant.

The transcendental system of the Konigsberg Professor
had, for the last ten years, been spreading over Germany,
which it had now filled with the most violent contentions.
The powers and accomplishments of Kant were universally
acknowledged; the high pretensions of his system, preten-
sions, it is true, such as had been, a thousand times put
forth, a thousand times found wanting, still excited notice,
when so backed by ability and reputation. The air of mys-
ticism connected with these doctrines was attractive to the
German mind, with which the vagxie and the vast are al-
ways pleasing qualities; the dreadful array of first prin-
ciples, the forest huge of terminology and definitions, where
the panting intellect of weaker men wanders as in pathless
thickets, and at length sinks powerless to the earth, op-
pressed with fatigue, and suffocated with scholastic miasma,
seemed sublime rather than appalling to the Germans; men
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